Chapter Four
THE 'NEW HUMANISM' OF THE SCHOOL CHARTER
BOTTAI was no friend of wholesale and hasty reforms; so
he declared several times in the two first years of his office
as Minister for Education. Soon afterwards, however, he
became the champion of what he liked to call the 'revolution
inside the revolution*, applying to the schools the formula that
had failed when he first used it for the corporate system, Was it
because he realized that Ars longa, ministerium breve? Many
ministers before him, and before Fascism, had tried to rush their
plans into reality before they disappeared from the scene. It is
probable, however, that Mussolini himself urged Bottai to hasten
a reform which would, at least, have kept the minds of many
people busy, at a time when he was planning something quite
different from the re-education of the not-yet-Fascist Italian
race. Bottai's anxiety to ascribe to the Duce the merit of
'precipitating' the publication of the School Charter, and of
embarking immediately on fundamental changes in the school
system appears to mean more than the usual act of totalitarian
worship and -discharge of responsibilities. It is difficult to say
how many of the ideas that prevailed in the School Charter are
Bottai's own, and how many are other people's. As recently as
the beginning of 1943 Bottai defended himself against attacks
on the new reform by claiming that the fundamental outlines
were drawn by Mussolini himself; to him was due the concep-
tion of the *new humanism* which formed the spirit of the
Fascist school, and the decision to merge many lower secondary
schools into the Scuola Media Unica.
It is extremely difficult to say anything clear about this "new
humanism*; more difficult still to say what is new in it. It was
opposed to the old humanism as to a literary and bourgeois form
of decadence; but the accusation itself was very old, and was at
the basis of the * idealistic humanism * of the Gentile reform. It is
worth while, however, to reproduce some passages from Bottai's
introduction to the School Charter; whatever their intrinsic
value they will serve as a document of what was claimed to be
the great spiritual revolution of Italy. 'Humanism represents
unchangeable and traditional values, realizes aad defines man
in terms of culture, is the horizon of inner life, orientates the
vocations, instructs the intelligence and forms the conscience,
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